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+ 
Our Mission Statement 

To Reconnect 
People and Animals 
through Education 
 



+ 
We achieve our mission by: 

 Providing sanctuary for exotic animals in need of 

rescue and refuge, while screening and re-homing 

those better suited to family life 

 Educating the global community about the needs of 

these animals, how they come to be in rescue, and 

the role and importance of their wild counterparts 

 Creating empathy and understanding of the lessons 

the animals have to teach and how each person can 

make a difference in the world around us 

 



+ 
Issue 

 Dogs are being 

mislabeled as 

wolf dogs all 

across the country 

and subsequently 

being put down or 

classified as 

dangerous 

Wolf? 

Dog? 

Or both? 



+ 
Issue 

 “With all of the dogs that are passed off 

as being ‘wolf hybrids’, many people 

unaccustomed to dealing with wolfdogs 

on a regular basis may erroneously 

determine that an animal is a wolfdog 

simply because it may look ‘wolfy’ in 

their rather limited experience or 

contact with actual wolves and 

wolfdogs.” – Florida Lupine Association 



+ 
Consequences of Mislabeling 

Euthanasia 

Classified as dangerous 

Causes most potential owners to 

overlook the animal 

Causes irrational fear 

May lead to neglect  

May lead to being passed from one 

home or sanctuary to another 



+ 
Goal 

 To provide easy access to information that will 

help to better identify true wolfdogs from dogs 

 To decrease the number of mistakenly labeled 

wolfdogs and decrease the dire consequences 

 To better our goal of educating the global 

community about these special animals 

 To enhance your own agency’s goals of 

advanced animal service 



+ 
What is a wolfdog? 

 “A wolfdog is typically referred to as the offspring 

result of breeding a wolf with a domestic dog.” – 

Effective Wolfdog Phenotyping 

 Fact:  Most wolfdogs today are from a wolfdog to dog 

or another wolfdog breeding – few are the offspring of 

so-called pure wolves to dogs (or F1) 

 There is some debate as to how many generations 

from a wolf it takes to be considered a domestic dog 

 

 



+ 
Phenotyping 

An attempt to identify a wolfdog by its 

physical characteristics 

The science of determining the wolf 

content in an animal based upon its 

looks and behavior 

- Florida Lupine Association Inc. 
 



+ 
Which is Which? 

wolf Alaskan Malamute 

wolf Wolfdog 



+ 

Common Mixes 
Typically, wolves are mixed with 

German Shepherds, Siberian 

Huskies, and Malamutes. These 

are breeds that already look 

‘wolfy’ in appearance. 



+ 
Wolf Dog Identification 

 The head is large in comparison to the body 

 The ears are round-tipped, well-furred, and small 

 The nose is black and has a slight slope 

 The eyes are almond shaped, close set, and can 

be a range of colors (green, amber, yellow, etc) 

 The eye color is rarely blue unless very low 

content wolf with a high “F” number 

 The face is blended with straight-haired cheek 

tufts 

Head 



+  

Wolf Dog 

Identification 

Head 

 The ears are 
small, round-
tipped, and 
well-furred. 

The eyes are yellow. 

The nose is black. 

 This wolfdog shows its dog 
heritage in the defined face 
markings (the light dots above 
the eyes and the light coloring 
on the cheeks and muzzle). 



+ 
Comparison 

Wolfdog Wolf 

Head  In comparison, the wolf has a larger 
head and ears, wider face, and 
blended markings.  



+ 
Comparison  

Wolfdog Siberian Husky 

Head 
 Here both have defined masks, but the 

Husky’s is more striking and defined. Its 
ears are less furred and its head is smaller. 



+ 
Wolf Dog Identification 

 The chest is narrow, with long flat ribs 

 Shoulders are flattened and close set 

 Back is slightly tapered and narrow 

  Tail is bushy and straight, log-shaped 

 

Body 



+  

Wolf Dog 

Identification 

Body 

The tail is bushy 
with a curve at 
the end. 

The shoulders 
are flattened. 

The chest is 
narrow. 



+ 
Comparison 

Wolfdog Wolf 

Body  In comparison, the wolf has a much larger body. 
Its tail is log shaped and bushier with no curve. 
The chest is narrow, shoulders are flattened, and 
back is tapered.  



+ 
Comparison 

Wolfdog 

Dog 

Body 
 The dog on the right has a much wider 

chest and neck, and larger shoulders. The 
tail is curved, and fans out. The coat is finer 
and the markings are more defined. 



+ 
Wolf Dog Identification 

 Elbows slightly turned in towards ribs 

 Pasterns (wrists) are long and angled away from body 

 Toes are long and arched 

 Webbing between toes 

 Dark colored nails 

 Large paws 

 High contents will only have dew claws on front feet 

Legs & Feet 



+  

Wolf Dog 

Identification 

Legs & Feet 

 The dog 
characteristics show 
in the straight legs 
and small paw size. 

 The wolf 
characteristics 
show in the black 
nails, long pastern, 
and toe arch. 



+ 
Comparison 

Wolfdog Wolf 

Legs & Feet 
 In comparison, the wolf has larger 

paws, a more defined toe arch, dew 
claws, and longer angled pasterns.  



+ 
Comparison 

Wolfdog German Shepherd 

Legs & Feet  In comparison, the dog has much 
smaller paws, less toe arch, shorter 
pasterns, and shorter, stockier legs.   



+ 
Wolf Dog Identification 

 Coat is thick with coarse straight outer guard hairs 

 Undercoat is thick and wooly 

 Coat is thicker around the neck  

 Coat color is blended, with few defining markings  

 Masks and markings will be muted in appearance 

 Hairs may be tri-colored  

 Color will often change or fade with age 

Coat 



+ 

Wolf Dog Identification 
Coat Fading (shown in a wolf)  



+  
Wolf Dog Identification 

Coat 

 The coat is thick and blended, 
with some defined markings 
(black stripe down forehead 
and light colored cheeks).  



+ 
Comparison 

Wolfdog Wolf 

Coat 
 In comparison, the wolf has a more 

blended coat, longer hair around the 
neck, and no defined markings. 



+ 
Comparison 

Wolfdog German Shepherd 

Coat 
 In comparison, the dog has very 

defined markings, and generally 
dogs have thinner coats. 



+ 
Wolf Dog Identification 

 Neck is lowered in line with the back when 

walking or running 

 Front and rear feet land in or near the spot the 

front foot has landed, giving the appearance that 

the animal walked on 2 legs 

 Profile is very low and level 

Walk & Movement 



+ 
Wolf Dog Identification 

 Fear or skittish behavior when around new people, 

especially groups of people 

 Will likely attempt to flee the situation 

 Extreme independence and problem solving 

 Intense digging and destruction of enclosure and items 

 Usually due to boredom or escape attempts  

 Howling, very little to no barking 

 Stealing objects of interest (keys, hair bands, radios)  

Behavior 



+ 
Which is Which? 

wolf 

wolf 

Alaskan 
Malamute 

wolfdog 



+ 

Wolf & Dog Similarities 
In 1993 wolves and dogs were declared 

the same species, Canis lupus, according 

to the Code of International Commission 

on Zoological Nomenclature and the 

American Society of Mammalogists 



+ 

Phenotyping 

Uncertainty  

 “The problem many face, is 

assessing a wolfdog in both its 

pedigree and its behavior. Even 

taking into account the 

unreliability of numbers due to 

fraud, and the uncertainties due 

to genetics, you will often find 

many exceptions to any rule 

developed. Ideally, the concept 

of ‘what an animal is supposed 

to be’ should be discarded. 

Assessment should be made 

primarily on the animal’s 

behavior and how suitable it is 

in the environment that it is 

being kept.” – Wolf Park 

Phenotyping is not an exact 

science and is often difficult to 

do accurately. 



+ 
Solution 

 Become as knowledgeable as possible about the 

characteristics of wolves vs. wolfdogs vs. dogs 

 Contact someone that can help make a more 

accurate assessment of the animal, such as a  

wolf sanctuary owner, wolfdog organization,       

or Fish & Game personnel  

 Use the chart, powerpoint, and checklist  



+  
Thank You! 
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